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Prof Thomas SIMILOWSKI, 49, is the head of the department of respiratory and 
critical care medicine at La Pitié-Salpêtrière, Paris, France. Within the Paris 6 
university, he has founded the “Respiratory Pathophysiology Laboratory”, a human 
research facility devoted to the study of central and peripheral respiratory 
neurophysiology. The Cournand lecturer 2000 of the European Respiratory 
Society, Prof SIMILOWSKI has published above 180 peer-reviewed articles in 
various fields of respiratory physiology and medicine. Since 1996, he coordinates 
the unique French centre for phrenic pacing, with above 50 implantations to date. 
The team received a French “Victory of Medicine” for this activity in 2004.


